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night I wrote: "It is so just and conclusive that more and more I feel that he is inspired and that he must attain all he is striving for, for the good of the world/'
Next night was the Congressional reception, always the largest formal affair of the season. The time-honoured custom at State receptions had been for members of the Cabinet and other privileged guests to stand "Behind the Line", meaning behind the long receiving line which consisted of the President, his wife and the ladies of the Cabinet ranged in order of official precedence. There was always a scramble for the honour of being asked "Behind the Line" with the result that so many won that distinction the poor women in the line were constantly buffeted about and the trains of their dresses used as rugs. Cabinet officers would spend most of their time trying to act as buffers between the crowd and their wives. We decided to do away with the sacred "Behind the Line", substituting a background of palms and ferns. It worked like a charm and measurably reduced the fatigue of the reception.
How good, when all this was over, to relax with my husband before a fire and read the editorial comment on the peace address. The reaction was good, and my spirits rose. Twenty-one years have passed since that evening, and I am happy to note that critics more disinterested than I regard the document as one of Mr. Wilson's finest State papers.
Alas for the immediate results. On January 3 ist, nine days after his appeal, Germany's formal answer was received: a declaration of unrestricted submarine warfare.
I felt a sense of impending climax to the series of crises to which I had been exposed. At two in the afternoon of February 3rd my husband delivered before the Congress an address which, after a terrific day, he had laboured until midnight to complete. In this way the country formally received the news of die severance of diplomatic relations with Germany. Within an hour after the President had ceased speaking, Count von Bernstorff was given his passport. Mr.